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We are weeping! 

Mourning over the genocide! 
Ghastly murder of innocent people 
Who owned only their lives! 
Mothers carrying babies in their arms 
Old aged unable to run in a hurry! 
Meek creatures 

Unable to defend themselves! 
Cruelly killed! 

Massacred! 

Bombed! 


A huge mass of many thousand lives! 
Dastardly destroyed! oppression that wear out the prosperity of 


It is the tears of those groaning under | 


I ' 
Tears are more powerful than bombs! the ruler. Thirukkural-555 
Truth is mightier than the media! 
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Thirukkural and Ajivaka Philosophy 


Maraimalai Iakkuvanat 


The Ajivaka is an ancient philosophical and ascetic school of thought that originated 
in India around the same times as other prominent schools like Buddhism and 
Jainism, during the 5th century BCE. The Ajivakas were primarily known for their 
religious and ethical beliefs, as well as their ascetic practices. While they didn't have 
a specific "policy" in the sense of political or social governance, they did have a set 


of principles and doctrines that guided their way of life. 
Here are some key aspects of Ajivaka philosophy and practices: 


Fatalism: The Ajivakas were notable for their belief in a strict form of determinism 
and fatalism. They believed that everything in the universe, including human actions, 
was predetermined and beyond human control. This deterministic worldview led 


them to advocate a sense of resignation and acceptance of one's fate. 


Niyati (Destiny): The concept of niyati was central to Ajivaka philosophy. Niyati refers 
to the idea that everything that happens in the world is predestined and governed by 
an unalterable cosmic order. This belief in niyati influenced their ascetic practices 


and their view of the world. 


Asceticism: The Ajivakas were known for their ascetic way of life. They practiced 
severe self-mortification and renunciation of worldly pleasures. Some Ajivaka 
ascetics were known to wear minimal clothing or none at all, engage in extreme 
fasting, and lead a life of extreme simplicity and self-denial. 
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Minimalism: The Ajivakas advocated a minimalist lifestyle. They believed in living 
with very few possessions and adhering to a simple and austere existence. This 


minimalism was seen as a means to detach from worldly desires and attachments. 


Spiritual Practices: Their practices included meditation, rituals, and a focus on 
gaining spiritual insights. The Ajivakas aimed to attain liberation or moksha through 
their ascetic practices and the pursuit of a deep understanding of the nature of 


existence. 


Non-Engagement with Society: Ajivakas generally chose to live in solitude or in small 
ascetic communities, and they avoided active engagement with the world. Their 
beliefs in determinism and fatalism led them to have a somewhat passive approach 


to life's challenges. 


While the Ajivaka philosophy was influential during its time, it eventually declined and 
almost disappeared by the end of the ancient period. Unlike some other ancient 
Indian philosophies like Buddhism and Jainism, the Ajivaka tradition did not have a 
long-lasting impact on Indian culture or philosophy. Nonetheless, it remains a 
fascinating historical and philosophical footnote in the rich tapestry of ancient Indian 


thought. 


While the Thirukkural does not explicitly or prominently reflect the philosophy of the 
Ajivakas, it encompasses a wide range of ethical and moral teachings, some of 
which may align with certain aspects of Ajivaka thought. It's essential to note that the 
Thirukkural draws from a diverse array of philosophical and ethical traditions, and it 
cannot be solely attributed to any one specific school of thought. Here are a few 


areas where you might find some overlaps or influences: 
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Detachment and Renunciation: The Ajivakas practiced asceticism and advocated 
renunciation of worldly desires. While the Thirukkural doesn't promote extreme 
asceticism, it does emphasize the importance of detachment and not being overly 
attached to material possessions or worldly pleasures. Thiruvalluvar's verses often 


stress the value of simple living and not being overly materialistic. 


Ethics and Virtue: The Thirukkural is primarily a work of ethical and moral guidance. 
It contains teachings on various virtues, such as truth, righteousness, non-violence, 
and compassion. These moral values align with the ethical principles advocated by 


the Ajivakas. 


Determinism: While the Ajivakas had a strong belief in determinism and fate (niyati), 
the Thirukkural does not explicitly endorse these concepts. However, the idea of 
accepting one's fate and maintaining equanimity in the face of life's challenges can 


be seen as a common thread between the two. 


Non-violence: The Ajivakas, like other Indian philosophical traditions, emphasized 
non-violence (ahimsa). Thiruvalluvar's Thirukkural also places a significant emphasis 
on non-violence as a virtue and advocates kindness and compassion toward all 


living beings. 


Simplicity and Minimalism: The Ajivakas practiced a minimalist and austere lifestyle. 
The Thirukkural encourages a simple and humble way of life, suggesting that 


excessive wealth or extravagance can lead to moral corruption. 


In summary, while the Thirukkural may share certain ethical and philosophical 
principles with the Ajivakas, it is a distinct work of Tamil literature and ethics that 


encompasses a broader range of influences and teachings. The Thirukkural's 
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primary focus is on providing practical guidance for leading a virtuous and ethical life, 


and it reflects the values and ethos of its Tamil cultural context. 


Thirukkural, attributed to the ancient Tamil philosopher and poet Thiruvalluvar, does 
not explicitly present contradictions with the Ajivaka philosophy because the 
Thirukkural is a distinct work with its own set of ethical and moral teachings. 
However, there are some notable differences between the Thirukkural's teachings 
and the core tenets of Ajivaka philosophy. These differences reflect the diversity of 
thought within the broader Indian philosophical and ethical traditions. Here are a few 


areas where the Thirukkural's teachings may differ from Ajivaka philosophy: 


Determinism vs. Free Will: Ajivakas believed in strict determinism, where everything 
in the universe was considered predestined and beyond human control. In contrast, 
the Thirukkural does not emphasize this deterministic view. Instead, it encourages 
individuals to exercise their free will and make choices that lead to virtuous and 
ethical conduct. The Thirukkural's focus is on individual responsibility for one's 


actions. 


Asceticism vs. Moderate Living: While the Ajivakas practiced asceticism and extreme 
renunciation, the Thirukkural promotes a more balanced approach to life. It 
advocates for moderation and does not promote extreme forms of self-mortification. 


Instead, it encourages individuals to live virtuously while participating in society. 


Simplicity vs. Social Engagement: The Ajivakas, due to their ascetic philosophy, 
often avoided active engagement with society. The Thirukkural, on the other hand, 
emphasizes the importance of social involvement and fulfilling one's duties and 
responsibilities within the family and community. It promotes ethical behavior in the 


context of everyday life. 
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Non-violence and Compassion: Both the Ajivakas and the Thirukkural share a 
commitment to non-violence (ahimsa) and compassion. However, the Thirukkural's 
teachings on these subjects are more aligned with broader Indian ethical principles 


and do not specifically mirror Ajivaka thought. 


In summary, while there may be some overlaps in certain ethical principles, the 
Thirukkural does not explicitly endorse the deterministic and ascetic aspects of 
Ajivaka philosophy. Instead, it provides a more balanced and pragmatic approach to 
leading a virtuous and ethical life in the context of everyday society. The 
Thirukkural's teachings are rooted in the Tamil cultural and ethical tradition and are 


more closely aligned with the mainstream ethical thought of ancient Tamilnadu. 


https://www.wisdomlib.org/hinduism/essay/lakulisha-pashupata-philosophy-and-practice/d/doc1085527.html 


Evidence of Ajivika cult in Kashmir 
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Questtions and Answers in Thirukkural 


mnmnn | HipukKuralaar Dr.R:Prabhakaran 


60.3 Energy 


(60.3 20rd 5 (LpomL_ow LD) 


Question: 

Is it sufficient to have a big dream to achieve great success? 

Answer: 

Think lofty thoughts always; even if they fail to materialize, it is 

still as good as having materialized. (Couplet-596) 
D AT EHOUS] TOT D9 Wirayerared WMMSHI 

Horo Horon4reww HirHH!. (Gm 59. 

Explanation: 

Dreams alone cannot guarantee success. The probability of success 
increases if the dreams are accompanied by appropriate goals, hard work, 
dedication, and persistence. Even then, it is entirely possible that one may not 
achieve the desired degree of success. The famous boxer Mike Tyson is quoted as 
saying, “If | shoot for the moon, even if | don’t get the moon, | might get some 
clouds.” That is very true. If the big dream is accompanied by dedication, specific 
goals, hard work, and persistence, one may achieve at least partial positive results, if 


not complete success. 
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One of my brothers had a dream of becoming a General in the Indian army. 
That was his dream right from a very early age. During his school days, he studied 
the life history of Napoleon Bonaparte with great interest and admired Napoleon’s 
military genius. When he was about eighteen years old, he wanted to join the army. 
He could only join as a soldier. But his dream of becoming a high-ranking officer was 
always alive. He appeared for competitive examinations held for the selection of 
officers. Although he scored very high on the written tests, he failed in the interview. 
This was primarily due to the bias in the Indian army that once someone was a 
soldier, he was considered virtually unfit to become an officer. But, in his next 
attempt, he was successful and became an officer. By virtue of his superior 
performance, he was promoted to the ranks of Lieutenant, Captain, Major, 
Lieutenant Colonel, Colonel, and Brigadier General. He was shortlisted for the 
position of Major General. But in India, positions like Major General and above are 
political appointments. He did not have the political connection required, so he had to 
retire as a Brigadier General. Even though his dream did not materialize as 
anticipated, he accomplished most of what he hoped to achieve and had a great 


career in the Indian army. 


The story of my brother is not unique. There are numerous examples of 
athletes, military generals, politicians, and corporate leaders achieving most of their 
dreams, if not in their entirety. The process of dreaming and working towards 
achieving the dream produces a wealth of benefits for the dreamer. Valluvar has 
thought about this aspect of the dream, which is why he says that even if the dream 


does not come true, it is still good to dream and work towards it. 


So, lofty ideals and big dreams are indeed the basis of success. Therefore, 
one should certainly dream, and persistent hard work towards achieving that dream 
will invariably make a dream come true. 

61.1 Sloth 
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(61.1 og uilesrom i) 


Question: 

How does sloth affect the family honor of a person? 

Answer: 

The light of family honor will be extinguished due 

to the dirt of a slothful attitude. (Couplet — 601) 


Gy Clwssrayd GKerrMr oilers) wig C)usodstan) 1d 

LOT GT Wri HH) Cla GL. (G mer — 601) 
Explanation: 

It is generally accepted that a person of good family background might inherit 
some of the character traits of his parents. In particular, it can be expected that he 
would be prone to working hard and not being lazy. Despite being the offspring of 
hard-working parents, if the person is prone to a slothful attitude, over time, the good 
characteristics he had inherited from his parents will vanish, and he will be looked 
down on by those who know his family background. In Couplet 601, Valluvar 
compares the family honor to light and a slothful attitude to dirt. As dirt accumulates, 
the light gets extinguished. Likewise, when a slothful attitude takes over, the glory of 
family honor will disappear. 

61.2 Sloth 

61.2 019. ufedtem iw) 

Question: 

What are some of the qualities that will ruin a person? 

Answer: 

Procrastination, forgetfulness, sloth, and excessive sleep 

are the vehicles of those prone to ruin. (Couplet — 605) 
OBST wma wig sul Hirest Go 

OaHbrri STDS Sever. (@meir — 605) 
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Explanation: 

According to Valluvar, procrastination, forgetfulness, sloth, and excessive 
sleep are the four qualities that will affect a person adversely in many ways. These 
four qualities may sometimes destroy one’s reputation, ruin his career, and be 
detrimental to his success in life. Procrastination is the action of unnecessarily and 
voluntarily delaying or postponing something despite knowing that there will be 
negative consequences for doing so. As the proverb says, “Procrastination is the 
thief of time.” The consequences may be severe depending on what is not done on 
time. If a student procrastinates and does not study well, he will fail his test. If an 
employee fails to submit a report on time, he may be fired. If a patient procrastinates 
having a medical procedure, it may be fatal. So, procrastination is always detrimental 
to one’s progress, success, or well-being. Forgetfulness is equally bad or perhaps 
even worse than procrastination. At least the one who procrastinates may end up 
doing what must be done relatively late instead of promptly. The one who forgets to 
do things may be unable to recover from his lapses. 

Sloth is slowness in the mindset and disinclination to act. Sloth is similar to laziness. 
Sloth is always wanting to rest and relax, with no desire or intention of doing useful 
and necessary activities. According to the Bible, sloth is considered one of the seven 
cardinal sins. Apart from sin, failure or unwillingness to work will lead to poverty, 
which may lead to other crimes and unacceptable behaviors. Finally, excessive 
sleep also causes lethargy and laziness. So, it is obvious that the four qualities 


mentioned in Couplet 605 are certainly to be avoided. 


5 ae gN . of 
See) Slo 0h GM A 


And RP et me Conte, ecg, dite edd opal 
een me AN Rhee wD TCU tat ith RAC eee Ce weed bat ole 


- MEANING Thiruvalluvar at Gujarat 
» Procrastination, forgettuines:, idleness, and sleep, theve four things, 
forme the wessel which Is desired by thove destined to destruction 
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A hearty welcome to Dr. Mrs. C. Rajeswari 


Dr Rajeswari Chellaiah M.A. M.Phil. Ph.D. joins our team of honorary editors. We feel much 
elated to have this prolific writer in our team.it will be a golden period for our Thirukkural 
Express to have Thirukkuralar Dr.R.Prabhakaran from U.S., Dr.Chandrika Subramanian and 
Dr. C Rajeswari as our adorable brain trust. 

Dr. C Rajeswari is a professional translator linguist writer and editor for three decades. She 
did her Ph.D. in Translation studies at Madurai Kamaraj University. She has published many 
articles on Translation Studies in Tamil literary journals and also a book @oryf)@uwiriNued 
94104 a Collection of articles which is available in the digital library of Tamilnadu Virtual 
University. She has rich experience in translating texts from different fields such as Theology, 
Literature, Ecology, sociology, law, and (Indian Women—Changes and Challenges, Urban 
Theology, Vaigai Paripatal, Assisted reproductive technologies and its Impact on Women, 
Eco Vision and Mission, Bachelor’s Study Materials for Social Science [IGNOU], Neuro- 
Ophthalmology Articles) medicine. 

She was an associate editor in the Institute of Asian Studies at Chennai in the encyclopedia if 
Tamil literature and contributed many posts for it. There she learned Japanese from Yuko-san 
and with her, she brought a textbook named Learn Japanese through Tamil. 

She is teaching Tamil language and literature for non -Tamils who are from the USA, Europe, 
and Australia. She worked in the different translation and religious dictionary projects in the 
People Education Trust at Madurai. There she learned biblical Hebrew and Greek. 

She has served as a Tamil lecturer for a few years in the colleges including The American 
College in Madurai. 

She has been a copy editor and translator in places like Aravind Eye Hospital and taught 
Tamil to doctors from other states and countries. She has been a Tamil teacher for students 
from Madison in the Wisconsin Madurai program at Madurai. She also helped students in 
their projects and taught Tamil for the coordinators in South India Term Abroad at Madurai. 
She prepared textbooks titled Easy English and Tamil for non-Tamils which are yet to be 
published soon. 

She is a researcher of MGR films and politics for more than three decades. She has released 


16 books in Tamil about MGR so far and her aim is to publish 100 books. 
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